
 A PARENT’S GUIDE TO OBSERVATION IN THE 
 MONTESSORI 6-12 CLASSROOM 

 We  would  like  to  welcome  you  to  your  child’s  classroom.  Kindly  read  the  following  guidelines  so 
 that  your  child’s  day  is  interrupted  as  li�le  as  possible.  Please  note  that  the  Elementary  classroom 
 is different from the Casa dei Bambini environment. 

 PURPOSE: 
 The  parent  observa�on  is  an  opportunity  for  your  child  to  share  with  you  a  dynamic  picture  of 
 what his / her school life is like inside a Montessori Elementary classroom. 

 Please  know  that  your  presence  may  impact  the  classroom  dynamics.  In  order  to  make  your 
 observa�on as valuable and smooth as possible, we ask that you follow the following procedure. 

 PROCEDURE: 
 When  you  enter  your  child’s  classroom  you  will  be  directed  to  an  adult-sized  chair.  Please  remain 
 in  your  observer’s  chair  throughout  the  dura�on  of  your  observa�on  period.  A  great  deal  can  be 
 learned by pa�ent and quiet observa�on of your child and his/her classmates at work. 

 The children understand that your role is to observe them at their work. 

 Some  children  may  come  up  to  you.  Please  try  not  to  engage  in  conversa�on  with  them.  A  polite 
 “hello”  and  a  direct  response  as  to  who  you  are  is  fine  and  then  quietly  ask  the  child  to  return  to 
 their work. 

 The  teachers  will  not  be  able  to  take  �me  away  from  the  classroom  lessons  to  converse  with  you 
 either  during  or  a�er  the  observa�on  but  the  teachers  will  be  glad  to  answer  your  ques�ons  at  a 
 later date either by e-mail, telephone, or in person. 

 The  classroom  teacher  will  come  up  to  you  and  indicate  when  your  observa�on  period  is  over. 
 Please exit the classroom as quietly as possible. 

 LEARNING: 
 No�ce  that  children  learn  in  different  ways.  With  some  types  of  materials,  you  will  see  groups  of 
 children  working  coopera�vely,  whilst  with  other  materials,  you  will  find  a  child  working  on  it 
 independently.  You  might  observe  other  children  walking  through  the  classroom  seemingly  not 
 engaged  in  any  direct  ac�vity.  Very  o�en,  this  last  type  of  child  is  engaged  in  ac�vely  absorbing 
 what  is  happening  in  the  classroom  through  observa�on.  It  will  help  if  you  alternate  your  focus 
 on these three learning pa�erns. 



 PEER INTERACTION: 
 Listen  to  the  way  -  the  style  and  the  content  -  in  which  children  talk  to  each  other.  Try  to  hear  the 
 level  of  respect  as  well  as  the  normal  pushes  and  pulls  of  childhood  .  Children,  at  his  plane  of 
 development, are honing their social skills and they are interested in working in groups. 

 TEACHER-CHILD INTERACTION: 
 Observe  how  teachers  interact  with  children.  No�ce  the  way  in  which  a  teacher  corrects  a  child 
 and  look  at  the  instances  in  which  s/he  does  not.  Listen  to  the  teacher’s  tone  of  voice  with  the 
 child.  The  teacher  is  the  director  or  directress  of  the  class;  s/he  facilitates  the  child’s 
 autonomous  learning  process.  S/he  prepares  the  environment  to  enable  the  children  to  do  the 
 work independently. Observe other strategies the teacher uses to guide the children. 

 There  is  basic  respect  for  each  individual  child’s  par�cular  style  of  learning  in  the  Montessori 
 classroom.  See if you can find instances of this as  you observe. 

 OBSERVATION POINTS: 

 ●  As  you  sit  down  to  observe  in  a  Montessori  Elementary  classroom  for  the  first  �me,  what 
 catches your eye? 

 ●  How  is  the  classroom  organized?  What  do  you  no�ce  about  the  layout  of  the  ac�vi�es, 
 furnishings and shelves? 

 ●  How does the teacher interact with the children? What did you no�ce? 

 ●  What do you no�ce when you observe the children working with each other? 

 ●  Focus  on  a  par�cular  child  other  than  your  own.  How  did  s/he  spend  their  �me?  How  did 
 s/he select their work? 

 ●  You  will  probably  see  the  teacher  present  several  different  lessons  during  your  visit  to 
 either  small  groups  or  individual  children.  What  do  you  no�ce  about  the  way  that  they 
 teach? 

 ●  What  do  you  no�ce  about  the  educa�onal  materials  on  the  shelves  and  how  the  children 
 work with them? 

 ●  No�ce  how  the  teacher  introduces  the  children  to  the  materials.  Did  you  no�ce  children 
 learning from each other? 

 ●  What sort of interac�ons did you no�ce between the younger and the older children? 

 ●  What advantages and disadvantages do you see in mul�-age groupings? 

 ●  How is the Elementary class different from the Casa dei Bambini class? 


