
ISA ONLINE TESTING 2022-23

Dear Parents,

We wish to provide you with some information about the upcoming ACER ISA testing for students
in Elementary. IMS is an authentic Montessori school which follows the Montessori Pedagogy. A
Montessori teacher is required to understand the child’s position within the societal context, and
external metrics for learning are expected to be met, generally from age 7 or 8 onwards. A
Montessori teacher is expected to know the expectations of the school district, which, for IMS,
has been defined by the Common Core Standards for International Schools, and understand
whether an individual child is meeting developmental norms and expected learning outcomes for
a particular age group. Assessment is, therefore, an essential part of every Montessori
environment, and a wide variety of assessment tools are used. External benchmarking using
standardised testing tools is a key component of this assessment in the Montessori Elementary
classroom. One of the benchmarks we use is the ACER ISA assessment tool at IMS, which is
generally completed in Term 2 in mid-February.

Upcoming ISA Testing
ACER ISA (International Schools’ Assessment) is a standardised test specifically designed for
International Schools. It is used in the majority of the international schools in Hong Kong by over
90,000 students from 355 schools across nearly 80 countries. (https://www.acer.edu.au/isa). This
year ACER ISA tests will be conducted online. Students from 3rd year Lower Elementary through
to 3rd year Upper Elementary will be completing the ISA from Monday, 6th through Friday, 24th
February this year. Teachers will take some time to help familiarise Grade 3 students which will
not be too different from their online MAP assessments. Preparation has already begun and will
continue after the new year, with teachers and students having access to trial tests and sample
material. This year we will also include the Scientific Literacy component to the ISA, which we
beta-tested last year.

When will I receive my child’s ISA Report?
Reporting to parents from ISA will occur in Term 3 when a “parent report” comes to us from
ACER. We will send this home and our teachers will be available to consult regarding your child’s
progress, as requested.

How does my child need to prepare for the ISA
We wish to emphasise that all testing preparation is done within the classroom environment.
There is no need for parents to prepare additional work in this area for their children other than
as advised by your classroom teacher. We must help children approach these challenges with
confidence and care rather than placing unnecessary emphasis or stress on this process.

Privacy of my child’s personal information:
We have included the ACER ISA Privacy Statement with this communication. Should you wish not
to have your child’s personal information collected, please let us know, and they will not be
included in the testing sessions.

https://www.acer.edu.au/isa


If you have any questions, please do let us know.

Warm regards,
Adam Broomfield Lia Lopez
Head of Stanley Campus Elementary Curriculum Coordinator

https://schools.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/uploaded-files/ISA%20Privacy%20Statement%20for%20Parents.pdf

