
STANLEY CAMPUS LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear IMS Parents,

As we come to the end of another tumultuous year, that has seen some of the most challenging times for teachers,

students and parents that I have ever experienced, our goal as an organisation is to continually provide the best

dual-language authentic Montessori education globally. We are always recruiting the best teachers we can,

providing ongoing professional development to our teams, and reviewing and enhancing our programmes. To

achieve this goal, it is important for us to also promote succession and future leadership planning. While all team

members contribute to the success of IMS, we must strive for sustainability, which means no one person is more

important than the continued strength of our programmes. With this in mind, we would like to make some

Leadership announcements for the coming 2022-23 academic year.

Elementary Programme Leadership:

Ms Teresa Tsai

Ms Teresa recently was officially awarded her AMI Elementary Teacher Trainer (TOT)

programme certification. Over 10 years in the making, this is a tremendous

accomplishment which will help Teresa realise her dream of nurturing and inspiring

Montessori teachers for generations to come. Ms Teresa is the only Chinese / English

speaking Elementary AMI trainer in the world! As she enters into this new phase of her

career, Ms Teresa has decided to move to Taiwan to be near her family and ageing

mother. From next year Ms Teresa will continue her long and close relationship with IMS

as our very own AMI Consultant and will pay visits to us throughout the year for

observations and feedback on our classrooms, while also acting as a guiding consultant

as we continue to enhance our Dual-Language programme across all levels. After 18

years of building IMS together with Ms Teresa, we will be saddened to not have her with us daily, but we know that

she will forever be a part of IMS, and her work on developing our world-class authentic bilingual Montessori

programme will always impact our children deeply.

Ms Keri Aspegren

Ms Keri Aspegren has taught at IMS for ten years; most recently, she was promoted into

the role of Elementary Curriculum Coordinator, supporting Ms Teresa and the Elementary

Programme. Ms Keri has two daughters who went through IMS themselves, and now one

of them is off to University in the UK, and the other has been accepted into a specialist

Arts school in California. With the challenges and restrictions of travel in and out of Hong

Kong, Ms Keri and her family have decided to relocate back to the USA, where she is from.
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Ms Keri will remain in a supporting role with us remotely, and will return to Hong Kong in October / November to

assist in our IMC Accreditation Inspection.

With all these movements occurring, the IMS Senior Leadership team started a process of interviewing,

considering and developing a leadership succession plan for the Elementary team. It is with great pleasure that we

can now announce the following appointments:

Ms Elissa (Lia) Lopez - Elementary Curriculum Coordinator

We are delighted that Ms Lia will return to IMS, in the role of Elementary Curriculum

Coordinator, after one year of family leave to take care of her two young children. Ms Lia

holds a Bachelor of Arts (Major in Psychology), her AMI 6-12 qualification, is completing a

Masters in Special Education and was leading the Europe class prior to her sabbatical. Ms

Lia has over ten years of experience in Elementary classrooms and worked alongside Ms

Teresa in Hangzhou, where they established a new Montessori Programme. While Ms

Teresa’s shoes are very large to fill, we are delighted to welcome Ms Lia back to IMS in this

important role, and look forward to her sharing her deep experience, Montessori passion

and IMS knowledge with the Elementary Team.

Wang Lao Shi (Ms Aida) 王老師 - Elementary Dual-Language Chinese Curriculum

Coordinator

Wang Lao Shi (Ms Aida) joined IMS in 2013 as an Elementary Chinese teacher, with

Bachelor and Masters degrees in Education. During her nine years here, she has gained her

AMI Elementary Teacher Certificate in 2018, and taken on the role of Chinese Curriculum

Facilitator in 2019. We are so pleased that she has taken a further step this year, to lead

the Elementary Chinese faculty in this new role, and carry on Ms. Teresa’s work in

promoting our dual-language programme. Ms Aida has already had a great impact on our

Elementary programme, most notably in her work to enhance the immersive nature of our

dual language programme, and we look forward to her leadership of the Elementary

programme together with Ms Lia.

I am also pleased to announce that three of our Elementary teachers, Ms Varsha Sankar, Ms Adriana Valbuena

Vivas and Xu Lao Shi (Ms Grace) 許老師, will take on additional responsibilities as Elementary Curriculum

Facilitators to support Ms Lia and Wang Lao Shi (Ms Aida). They will join Zhou Lao Shi (Mr Eddie)周老師 who

continues in this role next year. They will all remain in their respective classrooms; however, they will have time

release of one work cycle a week out of the classroom for their leadership duties.

Ms Varsha came to IMS in 2017 and immediately made an impact in the Lotus classroom, building a wonderful

community and environment. Ms Varsha holds a Bachelor's degree in Science (Psychology), a Masters in

Elementary Education, and her AMI 6-12 qualification.
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Ms Adriana came to IMS when we officially opened the Stanley campus eight years ago and has taught in both

lower and upper elementary. Ms Adriana holds a Bachelor’s degree in the Arts (majoring in Research

Methodology), a Master in Elementary Education, and her AMI 6-12 qualification.

Xu Lao Shi (Ms Grace) has been with IMS for 10 years, and is one of our most experienced Chinese teachers. She

holds Bachelor and Masters degrees in teaching from China and Hong Kong, and has been teaching in both the Nile

and Amazon classes.

I am excited to be working with this new Elementary Leadership team, which includes Mr. Bill, our Head of Pastoral

Care and Programme Enhancement. The quality and strength of the IMS Elementary Programme has grown over

the years with the development of this new generation of leadership. They bring the experience and passion that

they have shown in their classrooms now to contribute to the next period of growth, supporting and enhancing the

development of our Elementary Programme into the future.

Elementary Learning Support:

After five years with IMS teaching in, and then leading our Learning Support Team, Ms Bonnie Leung has made the

decision to return to Canada to be with her family. Ms Bonnie has overseen the development of our Learning

Support programme during a period of growth and has implemented many record keeping and logistical structures

that enable a smooth and effective programme that supports our students.

Ms Jessica Pang, who joined our Learning Support team 6 years ago will take over from Ms Bonnie. She holds a

Bachelor of Science in Psychology, Master of Education in Special Needs and a PDGE in Special Education. She has

over 10 years of experience in schools, and being a homegrown Hong Konger attended International School in

Hong Kong herself.

Casa dei Bambini Programme Appointments:

Ms Nance Solanki - Curriculum Coordinator (Aldrich Bay Campus)

After eight years in the Stanley Campus as our Jasmine Class teacher, we are very pleased

to announce that Ms Nance will be promoted to the Curriculum Coordinator role at the

Aldrich Bay Campus starting next school year, taking over from Ms Lorna as she retires to

return to her family in the Philippines. Ms Nance completed her AMI Casa dei Bambini

training in 2006, and holds university degrees in Accounting and Management. She will be

supporting the Foundation and Casa dei Bambini teachers at the Aldrich Bay Campus, and

will be working with the other Curriculum leaders on a school-wide basis. As she bids a

sad farewell to her beloved Jasmine class, Ms Nance is also excited about this wonderful

opportunity to extend her contribution to IMS in her new capacity.
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Wu Lao Shi (Ms Xixi) 吳老師 - Pre-Elementary Dual-Language Chinese Curriculum

Coordinator

We are delighted that Ms Xixi吳老師, who joined IMS in the South Horizons Campus 15

years ago, will be expanding her role in the Dual-Language Curriculum Development Team

in the upcoming school year. A dedicated Montessorian, Ms Xixi has been pursuing the

AMI Training of Trainers (TOT) programme over the past three years, during which time

she has also worked to streamline and elevate IMS’ Casa Chinese Curriculum and ensure

continuity through elementary, with Ms Teresa. From next year, she will expand her work

to mentor Casa Chinese teachers across all our campuses and work with our Curriculum

leaders across levels to strengthen our Dual-Language Programme and bilingual

materials.

Finally, I am also excited to let you know that I have recently committed to IMS as Head of Stanley Campus for

another three years. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity I was given to join IMS 9 years ago during a

significant period of expansion of the school that has seen the addition and merging of Tin Hau with the Stanley

Campus. I am proud of the work that has been done to develop rigorous frameworks for assessment and reporting,

staff professional and leadership development by the IMS teams in this time. I am humbled to be privileged

enough to lead these teams and I look forward to working with the new Elementary Leadership team in identifying

and working towards the next set of strategic goals for IMS, and to furthering our programme over the coming 3

years and beyond.

We recognise and honour the tremendous contributions to the school that our departing leaders have made.

Because of their mentorship and inspiration, we have a new generation of leaders taking their turn to support,

influence and enhance the direction of the school and their teams. I know that we will see IMS and Hong Kong

make it through the challenges we have faced over the past three years to emerge stronger and ready to provide

world class bilingual authentic Montessori education to all of our current and future students.

Looking forward to the 2022-23 school year ahead!

Warm regards,

Adam Broomfield

Head of Stanley Campus
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